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Understanding by Design.  
 
 
Colleen Billings M.A.T. 
Colleen Billings has been a district director of ESL programs and taught ESL and bilingual education and 
has for twenty-five years. She served on the Bilingual/ELL Advisory Council for the Massachusetts 
Department of Education. She served as a Sheltered English Immersion Professional Development 
Coordinator for the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. She currently 
works in Andover, Massachusetts Public Schools where she teaches ESL and leads professional 
development workshops related to the academic needs of English learners. In addition, she teaches graduate 
level courses at The School of Education & Social Policy Teacher Education Programs at Merrimack 
College. 
 



Jennifer Antos Deane Ph.D. 
Jenny Deane holds a doctorate from Boston College in curriculum and 
instruction with an emphasis on math and literacy education in the 
elementary and middle school classrooms. While working in Braintree, 
Massachusetts, she was chosen as Teacher of the Year. She was also a 
classroom teacher in North Reading and Needham, Massachusetts, public 
schools. She worked as a mathematics resource teacher and presently works 
as the Staff Development Coordinator in the Needham public schools. 
Currently, she teaches mathematical problem-solving skills to elementary 
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